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for the other countries participating to approach their governments for
long-term funding. Ideally, the non-U.S. contribution should approach
50 percent, but there is presently no legal entity that makes this possible.
It may be necessary, therefore, for a new mechanism to be created.

A third type of multilateral cooperative effort discussed in the work-
shop, the development of recombinant DNA guidelines, was of a some-
what different nature; it concerned cooperation for the purposes of reg-
ulation rather than to achieve new scientific progress. The issue arose as
a result of parallel efforts during 1976 in the United States, the United
Kingdom, and elsewhere in Europe to develop safety guidelines for the
conduct of rDNA research. Establishment of standards involving public
health considerations is a complex and politically charged undertaking
under any circumstances, but the effort to develop uniform national
policies is- even more difficult. In this case, the proposed British
guidelines were more flexible than those proposed by the NIH. In Oc-
tober 1976, the European Science Foundation (ESF) convened a work-
shop on DNA research that recommended that the member countries
adopt the British code of practice.

The ESF also recommended that there be established a liaison commit-
tee composed of representatives of the different national committees in-
tended to promote the exchange of information and consultation on
policies and procedures. Seventeen countries, including the United
States and Canada, were represented on this committee which met six
times between 1977 and 1981. Partially as a result of the consultation,
the U.S. guidelines underwent a process of revision that led to a signifi-
cant reduction in the stringency of required containment levels.
Moreover, as time passed, a number of the European countries found it
more desirable to adopt the NIH guidelines rather than those of the
British.

Since 1980, there has also been a cooperative U.S.-Japan program on
DNA research. The Japanese issued their first DNA research guidelines,
which were quite similar to the 1976 NIH guidelines, in 1979. These were
revised subsequently and a new set of guidelines issued in August 1982.
There also have been a series of four successful U.S.-Japan scientific
workshops on DNA research held under the cooperative agreement.

The OECD also has been active in the area of biotechnology and
DNA research, recently issuing a report entitled "Biotechnology: Inter-
national Trends and Perspectives." As a result of this report, the OECD
Committee on Science and Technology Policy (COST) requested the
OECD staff to undertake a study of the problems of safety and regula-
tion of biotechnology, particularly dealing with large-scale production
of genetically engineered organisms released into the environment. In
June 1983, the COST approved the establishment of an expert group on